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Figure 2. Similar plots as in Fig.1 showing the progression of cavitation in a stem of the angiosperm Rosmarinus officinalis.
Despite the extreme resistance to cavitation in this stem the vulnerability curve shows a very steep transition from 12 to
88% cavitation. The reason for this steep transition can be clearly seen as due to a number of large and long cavitations
between frames 279 and 333.
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Figure 3. A comparison of vulnerability curve shape produced by the cavitron (black circles) and the optical method
using branches from the same three individuals of the conifer Lagarostrobus franklinii. Although the mean P50 is very
similar in both species, the slope of the curves between 12% and 88% were steeper using the optical method.
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Figure 4. Mean P50 (xsd) for stems of the same individuals measured with the optical and cavitron methods. Very
close agreement was found in the conifer sample between methods (regression slope 0.98; r2= 0.93). Among the
two angiosperms sampled, good agreement was found in one species, while the cavitron method produced a
more negative P50 in the second. Slopes produced by the two techniques (insert graph) were correlated
(r2=0.35; p<0.05), but the optical technique produced a steeper slope in 14/16 species (1:1 shown as dotted line
in each plot).
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